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TRANSCRIPT OF MEETING OF COMMISSION ON MARINE RESCURCES AT
BOLTON STATE BUILDING, PUBLIC MEETING ROCM, 1141 BAYVIEW
AVENUE, BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI, ON THE 15TH DAY OF APRIL 2014
CMMENCING AT 9:00 A.M. AND REPORTED BY NORMA JERN LADNER
SOROE., CERTIFTED SHORTHAND REECRTER.
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COMMISSION MEMRERS PRESENT

JIMGY TAYIOR, Chalyman
RICHARD GOLLOTT
BOSARGE

STEVE
ERNIE ZIMMERMAN
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MR. TAYLCR: Okay, Second?

MR. ZDMERMAN: Second.

MR. TAYIOR: Bll those in favor,

D. Executive Director's Report

MR, TAYLOR: Next up we have Jamie Miller with
the executive director's report.

MR. MILLER: Thank you, Chaimman Taylor. I've
got a few items. Shouldn't take too long.

Fixst, ¢give you an vpdate, In February, the
agency received bids for the Katrina key expansion. Low bid
was received from J.E. Borries, and we have a contxact in place
now as far as the demolition of the infrastructure associated
with Grand Casino or now Harrsh's in East'Biloxi.

The contractor is mobilizing here in the next
few days and should begin deployment of those columns very
soon, days not weeks,

Next is comercial oyster and blue crab disaster
recovery plan. As you know, we've mcently been notified by

o~
n

agenda as presented.
2

19 ALSO PRESENT: 19 NOAR that the agency will receive $10.9 million in a disaster
2 i ing }
O M ST oo |1 oot o st 10 s T B 8
SANDY CHESNUT, ESQ., Rsdt, Attorney Ganaral
n 27 submit to NOMA by June 1 this year. I would like to request
2 23 that two members of the camnission be selected to work with qur
24 26 staff to review and cament ¢n the plan before we go out for
pL] 25 public comrent in May.
1 3
1 A, Call to Order 1 MR. TAYIOR: Mr. Chaiman, T'd like to appoint
2 MR. TAYLOR: I weot to invite y'all to the April | 2 Comissioner Gollott and Comd ssioner Bosarge to the comittee.
3 meeting of the (MR and call to order. 3 MR, MILIER: Thank you.
¢ B. Approval of Mimtes 4 Next, last week in Baton Rouge, the Qulf of
5 MR, TAYLOR: And first up is approval of the § Mexico's Fishery Management Council through an emergency rule
¢ minutes. § voted to have an 11 day recreational red snapper season. This
7 MR, ZIMERDN: Mr. Chaimman, I have sanething 7 was primarily the result of a recent Corps decision regarding
§ I'd like to clarify an the motion we made on the gill nets last | § the lack of accountability measures used in recreational
9 meeting. I believe it's in the minutes as 14 inch square; it 9 camponent of the red snapper fishery.
10 should be 14 inch stretched. It's a 14 inch stretch 10 The recreational geason has been further
{1 measurement on the back. 11 compromised by inoopatible or noncampliant state season and
12 MR, TAYIOR: Okay. T need a second on that. 12 bay limits adopted by Texas, Louisiana, and Florida.
13 You're making a motion to amend the minutes. 13 In response to this decision, I called a meeting
it MR, GOLLOTT: I'1l second, Mr. Chaimman. 14 of fisheries and law enforcement staff to discuss and consider
15 M. TAYIR: Al those in favor. Okay. 15 all options for the agency awd the Comuission on Maring
16 Other than that, do I have a motion to accept 16 Resources to mitigate this cutcame to provide additional days
17 the minutes? 17 or any ¢pporhmities to our recreational and for hire
18 MR, ROSARG: So moved, Mr. Chaiman. 18 fishermen.
19 M. GOLIOTT: Second. 1§ I've also been in contact with Alabama's
20 MR, TAYLOR: ALl these in favor. 20 diractor to discuss what options they are comsidering,
21 C. Approval of Agenda 21 Bditionally, we are planning a Mississippl
2 MR. TAYLOR: Mext up is the agenda. Do I have 22 tecreational red snapper sumit in early May to discuss and
23 any changes to the agenda, or do T have a motien for approval? |23 bring in recreational including for hire charter fishery to
Ll MR. GOLIOTT: I make a motion we approve the 24 discuss a path forward. We will make that announcement about
3% the time and location as soon as possible, but it's time for
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1 Mississippi and cur fishemen to get together and figure out 1 for yowr service. This agency owes you a great deal for your

2 how we move forward with this very iportant fishery. 2 dedication., The NERR would mot be what it is today without

3 Rext is an wpdate to the 2014 legislative 1 you, and T just want to thank you for that.

{ session. The session ended cp Wednesday, Rpril 2, 2014. Four 4 (Agplause. )

5 pieces of legislation that impacts our agency. 5 MR. MILLER: ‘That ooncludes my report, Chaimman.
6 One was SB-2579, the IMR Acoountability and 6 R, TAYLOR: Samething I failed to mention when
7 Reorganization Act basically reguires annual audits of our 7 T started the meeting, if you want to speak, please fill out

§ accounts, the MR, requires certain offices and professional § one of the forms and give it to one of the team members chring
9 persompel with specific qualifications be hired for the M}, 9 the public coments.

10 and provides a six month exenption from the State Personnel 10 Next wp is office of marine patrol, Interim

11 Board for recrganization. 11 Chief Rusty Pittmen.

12 SR-2068, marine finfish, was introduced by 12 E, Office of Marine Patrol
13 Senator Tamy Gollott, basically allows restaurapts to serve 1 1. Report on Citations
10 recreationally caught marine finfish to persons who caugnt the Ul MR, PITTMAN: Good morming, Mr. Chairman,

1 fish in restaurants. 15 conmissioners, Director Miller, Ms. Chesmut,

16 1B-941 which dealt with cur coastal wetland 18 T'd like to congratulate Dave on his retirement,
17 pemits increased the time for which applicants can request an 17 teo. Enjoyed working with him over these several yeaxs.

1¢ extension for coastal wetlands pemits. 18 Good luck to you, Dave.

19 and ER-1485 which was DMR's fiscal year 2015 19 our report is not that long this morning, but
20 appropriation, basically we kept in place the 147 authorized 20 couple of things I would like to mention.

11 positicns, our general fund appropriation was the same as last 21 On the front page on Murber 1 under violations,
22 year, §1.12 million, and a tidelands trust fund appropriation 22 that case was made with the help of Alabams Marine Resaurce

23 of estimate at this time, but it's $9.787 million. 23 officers who were patrolling Alabama waters looking for illegal
U I've also got a few personnel appoumcements. We |24 gill netting and bappened to notice a boat in Mississippi
25 have been interviewing several key positions within the agency. 125 waters out from Heron Bay with one subject tonging oysters,

5 7

1 One of those was deputy director of marine fisheries, Ue bave 1 notified cur dispatch. We dispatched officers over there, and
2 interviewed, staff has reconmended, and I have made an offer, 2 with their help we did make the arrest on that and kept those
1 and the offer has been accepted by Traci Floyd who is currently | 3 oysters from getting out to the public. S0 I'd like to thank
4 or was our director of our shrimp and crab bureau, is now going | ¢ Major Scott Bannon with the Alabama Marine Resources and his

5 to beccme oF director, deputy director, of marine fisheries, 5 officers for their assistance.

6 So congratulations to Traci. g On Page 2, boating accident with injuries, we

7 {Applause. ) 7 had one. 1'd like to mention a little bit on this. This was
8 MR, MILLER: Also motice in the crowd that § an accident, a boat accident that happened at the Ocean

9 Jemnifer Wittmann is back from maternity leave. We're glad to y Sprimgs-Biloxi bridge. The bridge tender called it in to our
10 Jemnifer back. Glad to have ymu back, 10 dispatch of a capsized vessel and a subject hanging onto the

1 Next is we bave had another one of our key 11 boat. Officer Faron O'Grady responded and arrived on the scene
12 persomel retire. Dave Ruple who is the mamager at the NERR in |12 within five miputes which is a great response time, And with
13 Jackson County announced his retirement earlier this year to 131 that time, he was able to get —- in getting there, he was able
14 me, and we've had that final party and still saying good-byes. 14 to get the man out of the water and into his boat. The man did
15 But Dave, as you know, has seen the NERR fram its initial 15 have a minor laceration to his hand, transported him into Ocean
16 thought through its planning through its ittplementation. And 16 Springs harbor, and AMR was waiting for him there and treated
17 it's really, it's been an absolute joy for me to be able to go 17 the man,

18 out there, be with him, see the great things they're doing. 18 Qur JEA patrols in March, we had 39 patrols,

19 We're going to be looking for a replacement for him which is 19 total wan hours 653, made 458 contacts, enfoxcement action
20 going to be difficult to do. 20 reports are 11, state citations issued were 16.
21 Bt his retirement party at the NERR, we joked 2l MR. TAYLOR: Rusty, since I quess taking this
22 ahout when I came fo the agency the fist time in 1397 Dave 22 position, you know, been ¢n TV and the paper with this and

23 left, and so T came back again this time and Dave is leavirg | 23 pecple tend to seek me out when they've gotten a ticket, you

again. U
But amyway, Pave, I want to thank you persanally | 25
6

jmow, over the last cowple of years, and I bring this up all
the time, you know, we've had same things that weren't very
8
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good for the department, but every time most of the paople have
stopped e, and this happened last week, a person got a ticket
for a partileboard I think, I'm going to ask you about that, and
1y first question was, was the officer professiopal and nice.
M in the eight years I've served, 1've only had one that
said, no, they weren't, and that was —- well, I don't,., Well,
anyvay, it was a female and I don't fmow who it vas, but they
said she was very nice and vexy professional, still gawe them a
ticket, but please tell your pecple, you kmow, to keep that,
they have a good reputation on the vater.

Thank you.

MR. PITTMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chainman,

MR, BOBARGE: Rusty, I have one question because
it's that time of year again. Are we starting to see any
turtle strandings?

MR. PITRMAN: We've had -- I think we've had a

1 couple reports of turtles hooked turtles, I believe, if I'm not

W S -1 O LA o L R

11
12
13
14
13
16
17

MR. JEWELL: Fizst up on the agerh for marine
fisheries is final notice for Title 22 Part 13 onshore
aquaculture,

Notice of intent was posted and passed by the
marine camission on Pebruary 4 of this year.

We did a public notice on the web page on
Pebruary 7.

Public caments was posted between February 4
through March 17. No public coments were received,

This is a sumary of the major changes.

In Chapter 4 and Chapter 7, we inserted the
statement other than approved cnshore molluscan shellfish
activities. This statement was inserted in certain sections
that specifically referred to sections that were not related to
onghore activities to clarify those sections.

We added in the Chapter 6 the actual language
that would allow this activity. $o I'm going to read this into

18 mistaken. Just a cople, 1 the public record. It should take just a minute.

15 MR, BOSARGE: Thank you, 19 Chapter 6, requirements specific to molluscan
20 MR, TAYLCR: Rusty, on that, and I don't kuow, 20 shellfish aquaculture.
21 it appears a lot of turtles are being hooked on piers and at 21 103. Onshore aguaculhire,

72 marinas and all, It's my uderstanding, if you pick a turtle 0 103.01. Onshore culture of molluscan shellfish
23 up like that, it breaks his neck -~ I'mnot a biclogist or 23 included in any aguaculture operation of molluscan shellfish on
24 anything. Is that -- Joe or Somecng? 20 the mainland and all offshore o¢ barrier islands that involve
25 MR, JOIELL: Can we get Traci Floyd? 2§ either the production ar grow out of spat or seed stock and not
9 11

) MR. TAYIOR: I guess what I'm asking, would it 1 intended for direct consumption.

2 e wise for us to do like we did to maybe put some signs, just 2 103.02, A1l onshore molluscan shellfish

3 cut the — you kuow, out? 3 aquaculture facilities are required to certify that all stock

4 ME. PITIMAN: We have same instructions for our 4 cultuze and originating from sources outside of the State of

5 officers that IM4S gave us on how to handle them. So I think 5 Mississippi are free of any disease or parasites hamful to

6 Traci could probably speak to that. ¢ marine organisms, Such certification shall be submitted to the
7 MS. FIOYD: Hey. We cb have save signs up, bat 7 MDMR prior to the operation of the aquaculture facility.

8 we're in the works of putting up sare more, and we certainly 8 103.03. Prior to the release into the waters of
9 appreciate your support with that, 9 the State of Mississippl any discharge ftom an onshore
16 MR. TAYLOR: Okay., Thanks, 10 molluscan shellfish aquaculture facility is required to be

11 MR. ROSARGE: That's all. 13 treated to eliminate any parasites or disease harmful to the
12 MR, TAYLOR: Thank you, Rusty. 12 marine organisms, Documentation of this process shall be

13
14
18
16
17
18
a4
20
21
22
2
24

Joo Jewell, office of marine fisharies.
F. Office of Marine Fisheries

MR, JEWELL: Good moming, cammissioners. Can
y'all hear me? Good morning, camuissieners, Executive Director
Miller, Sandy.

I'd like to also thank and congratulate ¥s.
Floyd. $he brings over 20 years of esperience to the position
of deputy director, and I'm sure she'll do a wonderful b,

I'd also like to congratulate Deve Ruple on his
extended stay at the Grand Bay NERR. He did a wonderful job.
He's been here two different times and did a wonderful job both
times here at the DMR.

1. Title 22 Part 13; Oushore Aguaculture
10

sumitted to the MIMR.

103.04. Prior to the release into the waters of
the State of Mississippi any effiuent from an mnshore molluscan
shellfish aquaculture facility is required to be treated to
reduce the pre-approved limdts, all chemicals, drugs, or any
substances which may be present in the efflvent. Documentation
of this process shall be submitted to the MIMR.

103.05, Only the culture of species native to
the State of Mississippi including polyploid native species
shall be pexmitied.

103.06. In addition te the aforementioned
requirements for molluscan shellfish culture, an application
shall also abide by all relevant MMR regulations governing

12
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13

shellfish.

what now would be required is a motion for final
adoption for propesed rule Title 22 Part 13,

MR. TAYIOR: Do I have a motion?

MR, BOSARGE: I'll make the motion that we
accept final adption of proposed rule Title 22 Part 13,

MR, TAYIOR: Do I have a secord?

MR. ZDMERAN: Second.

MR, TAYLOR: All those in favor. Passes
unanimous.  Thank you, Joe.

W, JOWELL: Thank you, cammissiopers.

Next up on the agenda is a cooperative stock
agresnent panel presentation by Mr. Matt Hill and Mr. Read
Hendon,

2, Cooperative Stock Assesswent Panel

MR, HIOLL: Good morning, comissioners, Director
Miller, ¥s. Chesnut. I think I've talked enough in the last
few comission meetings, s0 I'm going to tum this over te Read
Hendon and Rebert Leaf. They did the lion's share of the work
on putting same of this together.

Roert is conducting our red drum assessment
that is currently going on, but I'm going to allow Read to come
up here and give the presentation on this partnership between
curselves and GCRL to condnct stock assessments.

Mg, HENOON: Good morning. Appreciate having
13
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to make sure we have what we beed to conduct a quantitative
assessment. If there are data gaps, we need to identify those
ard then oollect either supplenental samples or in extreme
cases maybe develop new sanpling progrars to address those data
inadequacies.

Alsc once we identify which species we want to
assess, we need to evaluate the models that are available so we
choose the one that's most appropriate for the species of
interest.

and then finally would be actually conducting
the assesaments and presentify those results to the camuissian.

what this will do will produce products that are
applicable at the state level manageent efforts and based on
modern and contemporary assessment approaches. This will allow
us obviously to provide you with the best available scientific
information for consideration when making these important
nanagement decisions.

Current panel mesbers are Matt Hill and Wes
pevers with DMR fisheries, myself, and then Rebert Leaf from
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory. And Robert is here in the
audience, as well, right here.

For our first set of assesswents, we want o
evaluate spotted seatzout and red drum in Years 1 and 2
respectively. For Years 3, 4, and 5, we'd like to take a look

at sheepshead, black drum, and soutbem flounder. That's
15

the opportunity to discuss the stock assessment panel with you
this morning.

Since you received the summary of the panel and
its cbjectives at last month's camiission meeting, 1'll be
brief with this presentation here so we can move on to any
questions you may have,

I would First like to thank DMR, particularly
Jamie and Kelly, for seeing the value in this and providing
support; for the panel's activities.

The Mississippl stock assessment panel was
established through an MOU between DMR and the Gulf Coast
Research laboratory in January of last year.

Randing, however, was not put in place to
support. the panel's activities until recently.

The panel consists of two DMR and two GCRL
sclentists, and we report to Relly as the chief scientific
officer ard Joe as director of marine fisheries.

General purpose of the panel is cbviously to
conduct stock assessments of the state’s marine fishexies and
provide those tesults to you for consideration in aking sound
manageqent decisions.

specific chjectives include ape, working with
the comission to identify the stocks that we need or want o
assess, Once we identify those stocks, we need to evaluate the

scientific data and the fishery based data that axe available
14
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13

samething we'd like to get your input on.

I'd like to enphasize that this really needs to
be a covperative process between the comission and the panel.
We want and certainly need your input in this, and having that
open line of comumication, we're going to make sure that we
can provide you with the best and most appropriate management
inforlmation For making these important decisions.

With that, again, as I sajd I'1l be brief, but I
appreciate having the opportunity to present this, and we'll be
happy to take any questions you may have.

MR, BOSARGE: Just so [ understand, right now
you're working on red drum?

MR, HENDCN: Right now, they're just finishing
wp red drum,

MR, JEAF: So Matt asked me to work on the red
drim stock assessment and evaluate the size limit, changing the
size limit that you've been discussing. And I'm three-guarters
of the way through that process right now. So I'm actively
working on it.

MR, BOSARGE: And after red drum or in
conjunction with red drvm, axe we going to work on speckled
trout?

MR. LEAF: That's the intention.

MR, BOSARGE: And do we have a time frame as to

vhat interval -- how often are you looking at doing these stock
16
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assesgnents? In other words, say for instance when you
camplete the red drun, when will you need a nod fran this
cqmission to say, ckay, we need to do this again now? Or is
it going to be a every five year thing? Or what do you
foresee?

MR, HENDON; I think we would want to look at
doing assessment every year. And during that process, we ko
that for spotted seatrout we have good fishery data on that.
#e have adequate fishery data on that since it's largely a
recreational species.

5o while as Robert is finishing up red dnum,
we'll be gearing up to do the spotted seatrout assessment and
bopefully be able to present that to you in the fall,

Fverything is really going to have to cverlap
because a5 we're working on one, we need to be evaluating the
data ve have for the next species because we may not have what
ve need, say if we want to look at an age based model, we may
Tot have the length at age relationships that we need to
conduct that assessmnt, 50 we would like to be able to begin
chtaining those data while we're finishing up one of the actual
assessments 50 we can just move directly into the next one.

But I think ideally we'd be looking at doing
minirally one assessment a year and presenting that to you, and
then just hawe it update as peeded.

MR. BOSARGE: And I'm glad to 5¢¢, I'mglad 40
17
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prior to the issue oaming up.

MR, HILL: That's what we're trying -- the
higher profile species that we believe we will have questions
about we'll defipitely contirue to try to do those, prabably
1ot on an annual — we would — T can foresee us doing spotted
geatrout on an anmal basis because that's satething that
usually stays in the forefront. Bt the other species, we
provably don't have the ability to do them on anpual basis, it
we'll try to look ahead as far as we can.

MR. BOSARGE: I agree because I can see, you
\now, where speckled trout especially and redfish right behind
it would be easy to get over that threshold with overfishing,

MR. HILL: Correct.

MR. TAYLR: Matt, several years ago I served on
a reef fish panel and got very frustrated because the data, the
fisheries managexs were making decisions based on bad data.

And 1 asked them, and they said, yeah, we get bad data. And
just please whatever you do, do the best, get the best data --
I know you will — that you can for us to make decisions
because the Gulf Council has had to make decisions based on not
good data, you kmow, over the years, you know, So that's the
only thing, I Jmow y'all will.

Thanks.

MR. HILL: Yes, sir. Aud that's part of the

process is to evaluate before the assesstent starts would be to
19

hear, because this is infommation we need desperately. And
really need it on all the stocks, you know, Just like red dru,
floursker, black drvm, sheepshead, in other words, to make the
right decisions from our end.

Great. I'mglad to hear it.

MR, HEWDN: Well, I don't kmow if it's
satething that we necessarily need to do now, but you've kind
of sean what we want to do, 2o maybe you could work with staff
to get them ideas on what species you wowld like to see in some
type of priority order, and then we could work at being
responsive as possible to addressing those needs.

MR, BOSARGE: Thank Yol

MR, HILL: And I do want to stress, Camnissioner
Bosarge, that whenever a priority oames up, the comission,
that's the input that we're looking for, and red dnm was a
perfect example. That pushed red drum. We were planning ofi
doing spotted seatrout first, but when the red drum issue came
w, that pushed it to the forefront, So we went ahead, and we
started tackling that first to get that information out as
quickly as possible.

The species aren’t set in stame. If issues
arise, then ve have the fimding in place to where we can throw
our resources out and try to get the best information possible.
MR. BOSARGE: It would be -- it's newer a

perfect world, tut it would be nice to have those assessments
18

evaluste the data that we bawe at hand on that particular
species and try to fiqure cut the holes that we need to fill
and try to fill those before we actually run the assesswent.

Now, We're never going to have all the data that
we need, but we can try to get as close as we possibly can.

MR. JIMERMAN: Matt, you know, something I'd
like y'all to keep in your wings is that the black drum right
now, 1 don't know if y'all remember last month, Tom Becker was
in and asked us that we need to start looking at that sock.

MR, HILL: On the sheepshead?

MR, ZIMMERMBN: Yes, sheepshead and black drum
is what T believe he asked for.

MR, HILL: Yes, sir. That's two of the other
three species that we have listed up there, just fram the
caments that we hear, we try to came up with same type of
preliminary list.

Rt the input we mostly left up to the
comission. If there is something that you would like to see,
then the red dovm, it became a priority, 8o if this comes up
and the cammission dixects us to do it, that's what becames the
priority for that particular time pericd.

Thank you.

MR, BOSARGE: Matt, can we talk about the net
jscue one more time?

MR. HILL: We got one more presentation,
20
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1 WR. BOSARGE: 1'm going to hit you after that 1 Here's a diagram of the project.

2 then, 2 In 2005, the commission approved a pemit fox Mc
3 MR, JEWELL: Our fimal item on the agenda is 3 Bobby Tucker that expired in 2008.

4 state recoxds. And Mr. Porche is out for today, and so Mr. Wes | ¢ In Decamber of '05, the applicant submitted 4
5 Devers is going to take that item vp for y'all. s modification request to remove 2 pier and cover same of the
6 3, State Records 6 slips.

? MR. DEVERS: Good morning, comissioners, ? The commission approved a two year extension for
§ Oirector Miller, Ms. Chesmit. § the permit on March 2008 and March 2010.

] Bs Joe said, nemally Erick would be giving 9 In 2012, DR received a request for a two year
10 this, but he's out teday, so I'm going to fill in for hin and 10 extension and a modification because the ownership had changed
11 do this real quick. 11 to the current owner, the bank. Apd the commission did approve
12 for your consideration today is the record 12 that modification and extension request.

13 that's pending, We've all seen it in the newspaper and all. 13 and in March of this year, MR received ancther
14 Tt's the new conventional tackle for grater amberjack, Seriala |14 request for a two year extension,
15 chmerili. The old record is 124 pounds 4 oumces, and the new 15 And based upon departmental review ard
16 record is 126 pounds even. It was caught by Mr. Don ¥heeler. 16 evaluation, staff recommends that the OR approve the
17 And if I'm not wistaken, I believe he was fishing aboard a 17 applicant's request for a two year extension.
18 charter boat out of one of the harbors here. And Mr. fheelex 18 Ard I think Mr, Miller fram the bapk may be here
19 is actually from Laurel. So very impressive fish. 19 today if you need to ask him any questions regarding --
20 And there's Mr. Wheeler and his catch. 20 MR. TAYIOR:; A&ny questions? Or do I have a
2 Anybody have any questions or anything we might ) 2l mwotion?
22 be able to answer for you? 2 MR. GOLIOTT: Mr. Chaimman, I'd like to make a
2 MR, TAYLOR: Do I have a motion to accept? 77 motion that we grant this two year extension to this project.
& MR, GOLLOTT: Sc Moved, Mr. Chaiman. U MR, TAYLCR: Second?
25 MR, BOSARGE: So secand. % MR. BOSARGE: So second,

21 23

\ MR. TRYLOR: ALl those in fawor. 1 MR, TAYLOR: All those in fawr, It's

2 I'd hate to have been on the other end of that ¢ \manimous. Thank you.

3 rod with 125 pound reef donkey as they're called. 3 . Office of Finance and Administration

4 Okay. Wext up, office of coastal zone ¢ MR, TAYLOR: Next up is office of fimance and

5 management. Jan Boyd. 5 aduinistration, Bill Feidt,

6 G. Office of Coastal Jone Management b 1. FYl4 Monthly Report

7 MR. CHRISTODOULOU: Jan is out this weekend. 1 MR. FEIDT: Good morming, everyone. I want to
§ Willa today is at a wetlands and water quality workshop getting | 6 give you our financial position as of the end of March.

9 to let mmicipal etployees and ecounty employees aware of some 9 Some of the key metrics fram last month, we
10 of the requlations and pemitting processes that they have to 10 ended March with state revenue of $10.6 millicn, Total agency
11 go through for same of their projects. 1l revemue we're at $25.9 million. The two key metrics I'we
12 1. Bureau of Wetlands Pemitting 12 really been watching along with Director Miller, the state met
i3 a. The First, A National Banking Association 13 incore, we're at $2.3 million, and total operating funds, we
14 MR, CHRISTODOOLOU: S0 I will be prasenting the |14 have a net position of $1.6 million to finish the year out
15 lone item on coastal zohe management's agenda today, And it is |15 with.

16 an extension request by The First, A National Banking 1% Any questions on this?

47 Association. It's located on Q'lLeary lake in Moss Point, 1 From a budget standpoint, we're underneath it

18 Jackson Cownty, and it's in the industrial development use 18 for the budget year of 20]4. Our operating funds which is our

19 district. 19 state and federal funds, we have 43 percent of the buiget

20 Here's kind of a broad overview of the location, |20 remaining. And tidelands trust fund, we're in an even better

21 1-10, Highay 613, in Moss Point. The thumb tack marks the 21 position, we have 3¢ percent of the budget remaining.

22 location of the marina just east of 613. And the next diagram |22 And then my stardard rote is this is consistent

23 a little zoomedd in location. 23 with trangparency.ms.gov, and I encourage anyone that has any

2 And the applicant is requesting a two year 24 questions about the agency's financial comings and goings to

75 extension to a previously authorized 333 slip marina. 25 take a look at that website. It's very rich with infomation.
22 2
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1 By questions? 1 1. Final 2option of Changes to Comissioners’
2 MR. BOSBRE: So you're saying we're going tobe | 2 Adninistrative Hancbook
3 able to pay all our bills, Bill? 3 MR. RMMELS: Good momming, camtissioners. This
4 MR. FEIDT: 1I've said several times I'm ¢ is a follow-up to what you did last month on amending the
5 cautiously optimistic, I amnow into the optimistic standpoint | S handbook. We filed that with the Secretary of State's Office.
6 that we'll finish the year in a good financial state. 6 Bere is the proposed amendment. The only change
7 MR. BOSARGE: Good jab. 7 is oown there on the next to the last or the very last sentence
8 MR. FEIOT: Each month we've been getting a 8 where we're changing it from seven days to ten days on getting
9 little bit hetter, and I feal good about the end of the year, 9 agendd items cut to the cammission.
10 Thaok you. 10 I don't know that it's really necessary to have
1 MR, TAYLOR: Thank you, Bill. 11 you make a final change to it since you already have in your
12 Next up is public affairs, Ms. Melissa Scallan. 12 rules that they'te effective within 30 days, but the process
13 1. Directorate 13 that the Secretary of State's Offire is familiar with is that
1 1. Public Affairs 14 you come back, make a final adoption, and then ve file it one
15 MS. SCALIAN: Good morming, conmdssioners, 15 more time. So I would ask that you entertain a motion to
16 Director Miller, Sardy. 16 approve this change to your comission handoook,
17 Sinca the last OR meeting on March 16, the DR 1 MR. TAYICR: Do I have a motion?
18 has been mentimed 45 times in pewspapers, TV stations, and 18 MR. GOLIOTT: So moved, Mr. Chaiman.
19 radio stations across the region. I can tell you the amberjack |19 MR. TRYIOR: Second?
20 record got a lot of play. I got calls from Houston and other W MR, AIMMERMAN: Second.
21 areas of people writing about that, so that was popular. 2) MR. TAYIOR: All those in favor. Passes, Thank
2 Our eqployees have participated in several 22 you, Jee.
21 events. We have the Gulf Coast Boat & Yacht Show that over 23 MR. RUNNEZS: And, by the way, the Secretary of
24 four days had ahout 20,000 people that attended that. 24 State's Office is now assigning it & new number. It will be
b We had Celebrate the Gulf which was a sucress 25 Title 22 Part 22.
25 27
1 despite the bad weather. We had several thousand people that 1 MR, TAYLOR: Thank you, Joseph.
2 attended that, 2 Next up is Mr, Richand Gable address the
3 Sane waming events we have is Renew OQur i camission regarding degradable net material.
4 Rivers, a project coordinated by Mississippi Power that our q 2, Richard Gable
5 employees will be participating in. There's also this year an § MR. GABLE: Hello. My name is Richaxd Gable.
¢ event called Pier Walk vhich is held each year at the Fen Catbs | ¢ MR. TAYLOR: Speak a little closar to the
7 pier. DIrector Miller will be speaking at that event. And 7 microphone, Mr. Gable.
8 both of these are held in conjunction with Earth Day. 8 MR. GABLE: Last month's meeting about the net
9 I'm ¢lad Rusty mentioned about the officers that | 9 about putting the walling on it answered ome of my questions

= ' e b e s s e e
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responded. We did get same good press out of that event and
there have been seweral other already, people, fishemmen that
they've helped with boats and that kind of thing. So I'm glad
they are 50 able to help us and our fishermen,

Last week, we had two radio spots about the
agency that began airing on MPB radio. One is about boater
safety, and cne is a veminder to renew your recreational
saltwater fishing license. Those nm in the morning between
5:00 and 9:00, and we'll rotate them each month, so to have
save different ones.

So we'll probably do one about our 20th
anniversary and things like that. So¢ those will be changing,

Any questions? Thank you.

M. TAYIOR: Thank you, Malissa.

Other business, Joseph Runnels.

J,  Other Business
26

18

21

12l

3
24
3

and what I had asked y'all about.

The degradable net part, the cottom, it did mot.

In 2012 when I come here, that was the first
time I asked for that, the nylon back, because the cotton will
mot bold up. You might get three months out of & net that you
tie close to $1,000 up in to be able to fish that will last
three mnths,

And I'm asking y'all, will y'all please vote on
either to let me use nylon webbing for my net or not?

MR, BOSARGE: And, Mr. Gable, I've talked to
several other fishermen, and me probably mere than anybody else
kind of got off track with where we started. Where we started
was to either approve or disapprove nylon as a material for
¢ill net construction.

And we went from there to approving the walling

as an approved material.
8
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8o if I cold get Matt back wp there one more
time and look at the options from the last meeting.

Matt, T think you've got that in front of you.
You prebably can't put it oo overhead.

WR. HILL: Idid. I got it on the overhead if
y'all want to look at same of this.

MR. BOSARGE: Yes, please.

MS. CHESNOT: Mr, Chairman, I just want to
clarify for the record that we're treating Mr. Gable's letter
as a petition for reconsideration. And the camission has the
authority to take the action that they deem appropriate. They
actually have four choices. They cap grant ox deny Mr. Gable's
recuest without further arquent. They can request a response
from DMR, which it seems that's the direction we are headed,
They can set the matter for evidentiary heaxing. Or they can
make any further order they deem appropriate under the
ciromstances.

MR, GOLIOTT: Sandy, do we need a motion to
reconsider it?

MS, CHESNUT: No. He's already filed his
petition for reconsideration. You'll make a motion if you take
any action.

MR, JEWELL: And the response that the DR is to
tommissioner Bosarge request that we present the options that

|
|
|

a3

these eligible gill and trammel net fishermen to construct
their nets with multi~filament nylon twine. It did allow new
entrance into the fishery and tramel net fishery.

However, these fishemen would only be allowed
to construct their nets with cotton, limen, or materials
meeting the approved degradable materials definition.

It does mot sunset the gill or trammel net gear.
However, it does sunset the use of nylon to construct these
nets. Onoe these certain mumber of fishemen pass, there will
no longer be any fishemen allowed to use the nylon to
construct these rets. However, they can continue to uge the
cotton linen.

Alternative 3. We went -- we changed the
approved material definition a little bit and just put
gverything in there, cottan, linen, untreated, milti-filament,
and left the cegradable definition in there. All of these
things are the same as Option 2, The anmmal tagging. We also
struck out calling in and calling out to marine patzol in this
one.

MR. TAYLOR: Matt, let me stop you there. Where
is the push back on that coming fraw, calling in?

MR. HILL: We had a couple of comments came in
with sore fishermen, amd we just weren't quite sure exactly how
that would work with the area sxactly.

25 we had given at the previous camission meeting. Cotrect? 25 MR. TAYIOR: I think it's very important. Gill
29 3

1 MR. BOSRRGE: Correct. 1 mets are a ghost fishery, and in the past we have had problems
2 MR, HILL: I'll try to run through it a little 7 with -- not with Mr, Gable, with some pecple especially in

3 quicker. 3 Jackson County setting nets and all, And if you're 4

¢ MR, BOSARGE: Specifically Qption 4. ¢ comercial snapper fisherman or commercial -- you have a

3 MR, HILL: Yes, Well, we started cut with the ¢ transponder on your boat. And 1 think it's just — everybody's
§ reconsideration of the degradable net material. 6 got a cell phone. It's real easy.

7 Curtent requlations are located in Title 22 Part | 7 So anyway, go ahead.

§ 8. 8 MR, HILD: Well, that's samething that can he

9 Alternative 1 was just status quo. I just took 9 added in vith the discussion here. That's just something we
10 that out. I mean, we can still go thers. T think we all kiow 110 did strike it out.

—
N

>
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what status quo is by now, but Alternative 1 is status gluo.
Alterpative 2 began basically with how it is,
it's in the definiticns right now, the approved degradable
material. We struck out a lot of things, and we get down to
the net shall be tagged ammvally, which that was samething that
cane up with the other. One thing that we did take out from

7 here, we had a little push back on calling in and calling out,

50 that's 100.14. We struck that out. We changed 100.15 a
little bit saying any license holder that's convicted of three
citations and convicted was the key word, it wasn't just a
received, it was convicted of citations with any three years
shall have their license rewoked. And .16 was allowing the
current tag gill net holders to use nylon walling on their gill
and tramel nets.

And basically the sumary to this was it allowed
30

MR, BOSARGE: I helieve though in the rules,
Matt, it also says that you have to stay within certain
distance of the net and you have to maintain contact with the
net, There is no more set netting, so to speak.

MR. HILL: That is correct. You have to
maintain a certain distance from the net.

We changed this to say any license holder
convicted of three citations with any three years shall have
their license revoked.

Same of the additional regulations that we did
put in here were they had to possess a gill or trammel net
which has been approved and tagged by the MMR hetween
September 1, 2005, and Maxch 18, 2014. 2nd they also had to
continuously hold a valid eonmercial net boat license from
Jaruary 2012 to present.

3z
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The summry. Allows eligible gill ar tramel
net fishemen to constzuct their pets with mlti-filament nylon
twine. It establishes the endorsement. This endorsament would
only be cbtainable by the fishemmen that currently possess a
gill or tramel net that was approved and tagged between
Septenber 1, 2005, and March 18, 2014, so it would just
grandfather this small group of fishermen in. It ches not
allow new entrants into the fishery. It states the gill and
tramel net endorsament shall be non=transfercable. And this
does sunset the gill and tranmel net gear after the retirement
of those fishemmen eligible for the encorsament.

Now, the Alternative 4 that we came up with is
onewayistoifmgrandfaﬂnrmeninarnmsetit, that
would hasically be Alternative 3. If we grandfather the ones
in and just allow then to use nylen and continue the other ones
to use the cotton liner, that would be Altemative 2. That's
your two differences in these.

MR. TRYLOR: Do you have a slide on 42

MR. GOLLOTT: Matt, let me ask you a question.
Doesn't that open us up to scne federal lawsuits if we sunset
these nets altogether? Dom't we need to at least leave that
biodegradzble et in there to stay out of sare lawsuits like
they' re having in Florida?

MR, HILL: We may have an issue unless -~ with

such 2 small growp of Fishemmen right now, if we sunset the
33

|

Any license holder canvicted of three citations
With any three years shall have theix license revoled.

To possess a gill or tramml net which has been
approved or tagged between Septerber 1, 2005, and March 18,
2014, these are the ones that if you sunset it, sunset the
thing, these are the only ones that would be allowed to use a
gill et period. 1f we do not, these would be the cnes that
would be allowed to use it, the nylon.

Contimcusly held — this is something new --
continvously held a valid commercial net boat license from
January 2012 to present. You had to have that to even qualify
to use the gill net period.

So in this altermative it allows — it's the
same as what we had the last time with it establishes the
endorsenent. Tt allows the gill or trammel net fishemen to
construct their pets, the ones that qualify. However, it would
sunset the gill net and trammel net gear after retirement of
the fisghemmen that are eligible for the endorsement.

We can go either — that's what I'm trying to —
we can go — Alternative 2 and 3 in the first presentation,
it's the decision is are we going to sunset or we're not going
to sunset the gear. Alternative 4 can be either 2 or 3 that I
presented in the first presentation, There is nothing
different between the Alternative 4, T changed everything that

w asked for. We took out the calling in to marine patrol.
35

gear capletely with a small group of fishermen that we have
now, unless we can show scme scientific or biological reasoning
for sunsetting this gear completely, we may have ab issue if
samecne challenges it.

MR. GOLIOYT: Thank you.

MR. HILL: Bnd, Comwmissioner Taylox -- Chaimman
Taylor, Alternative 4 can be 2 or 3. There's mo difference
really except for the sunset clause, whether it's going to
sunset the gear or whether it's not going to sunset the gear.

MR. BOBARGE: Can you show us Alternative 42

MR, HILL: This is 3, but this would ke 4.

This we went in there, we defired the cotton
linen material, we defined the untreated uncoated
multi-fitanent, we defined the approved degradsble material.

Everything went through the same. We allowed
the webhing and panel for the gill nets to be constructed of
material in accordance with the approved materials.

ALl gil] nets, trammel nets, shall be inspected.
It wag the same as the other 2 and 3. Each gill net shall be
tagged on opposite ends,

We struck this 100.14 out in both of them as you
can see. Prior to setting or deploying any gill or trammel net
that we would -- the license holder shall notify the marine
patrol dispatch. That's scmething that we can or camnot strike

out.,
34

15

Those were the minor changes in Alternative 4. So I put them
in both of those to give Us an optiom.

MR. TAVICR: Matt, on the three year
convictions, could a person possibly have two tickets and then
get a ticket in the third year and through an attorney get
continuances, get continuances, get confinuances? Would five
years be a better solution, you think?

MR. HILL: What do you think, Sarxiy?

MS. CHESNUT: That can happen.

MR. TAYIOR: I mean, I can't make a motion, but,
you know, 1'd like that in any of the opticns.

MR. HILL: T think the big thing what's core wp
just now is whether to make the fishermen -~ if we're going to
go down this road is whether we're going to make the fishemmen
call in to marine patrol or mot. That was one thing that was
struck out. The conwictiem, three convictions in three years.
But the other difference is and what Cormissionsr Gollott asked
is if e supset the gear campletely, do we set ourselves wp for
sarething in the court system, and wiless we can biologically
or scientifically show we did it for a reason, we may have a
problem.

MR. TAYLOR: Hey, Mr. Runels, I can't support
any of them but 4 because it doesn't sumset it. We're not
sunsetting the gear for people that don't have a license, I

mea, they can't came into the fishery. And if I'm correct,
36
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every fishery has restrictions on it in the United States where
people could come in, And so we're mOL affecting the pecple
that hold the license. We're affecting people that don't hold
the Yicense and telling them you can't get it. It's my
understanding you can sue for anything, but whether you win ot
mot, it's another thirg.

S0 7 just -- am I COLTECL OF incorrect or
halfway correct?

MR. RNNELS. Yes. I think your analysis is
correct, so you're basically saying we're not getting rid of
the gear, but you can't get in the fishery.

I'm not convinced that you wouldn't get
litigation over that.

MR, TAYLOR: Are you scared of litigation?

MR, RMNELS: Not at all. Job security.

M. TAYLOR: We need to ¢o what we think is

T right., And for me, the only thing right is Nurber 4. I'm just

saying that's my personal opinion. And I don't have a vote.
MR. RUNNELS: I would like to address if I could
your other comment about the convictions and the continvances.
why don't you make it commission of three offenses within three
yeaxs? That vay it won't metter when the convictions occur,
And the other thing is that you handle the cases
adninistratively, there are no convictions, because it's an

administrative decision, mot a conviction in Justice Court.
ch]

said, you could get three tickets at one time, rather than make
it three separate occasicns, bo matter how many tickets,

But anyhow, if I can get Matt back up there,
maybe we'll try to craft a motion tere.

MR. HILL: let we change samething real quick.

MR, IDMERMAN: I have a question, I mean, last
time we had filed a notice of intent, Is that my understanding
that we voted on last meeting? And we put a wotion on the
floor, and it passed, which pretty much did away with what
we're Jooking at by my understanding. And now we're back at it
without -- what do we have to do, Samdy?

MR. BOSARGE: I wouldn't say did away with.
We' re modifying morze.

MS. CHEGNUT: Based on Mr. Gable's petitiom for
reconsideration, you're acting on his petition. And however,
if you grant his petition and grant him the relief he requires
or be's requesting, it still require a rule change, So it
still would have to go through the Aduinistrative Procedures
Act and go out on notice of intent and all that.

MR, JEWELL: The notice of intemt that's on file
right now sitply aciresses the panel, the 14 inch mesh stretch
panel. So it's still in play and still next camission meeting

3 will be brought up for a final notice.

MR. ZMMERMAN: S0 in all reality, what you're
saying, Joe, we would have to pull that last motiop that was
39
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So make it commission of three offenses within
three years.

MR, GOLLOTT: Okay, Joe. Somebody catches
somebody out there and they write them three tickets ~- you
know what I'm saying? — at cue time, What about two
convictions and one offense?

MR, RUMMNELS: Well, just remember, even if you
wrote them three tickets for one stop, they're not going to
lose their license unless they care before this commission and
this commission revokes it. So the commission would have the
gption at that point to say, yes, you received three citations
and yes, you had three violations, but we don't think that that
warrants necessarily the pemanent revocation of your license.

MR, GOLIOTT: Didn't Mr. Miller go before a
judge and he did the same thing? He didn't came before the
comission, and the judge denied him a license.

MR, RUMNELS: Mr, Miller was comvicted, and he
appealed to Comty Court, and the judge looked at the statute,
and the statute required that his license be revoked.

MR. GOLIOTT: How is that --

MR. RUNNELS: That's in state statute.

MR, GOLLOTT: Citations or conmvictions?

MR. RIRMELS: In that case, it was convictions.

MR. BOSARGE: How about if we do it in three

separate occasions? In other words, instead of Jike Richard
38

—

agreed on last month,

M. JPWELL: No. Unless the cammission does
something that overrules or does something designed that
interferes with that process, it's still in play and it will ke
brought up for final adoption next commission meeting. Those
are two separate processes right now, potentially two separate
processes.

MR, TAYIOR: Matt, don't worry about the —

MR, GOLLOTT: Mr. Chaimuan, let me say this.
legal just slipped me this. Three offenses on three different
separate occasions would be appropriate.

MR. BOGARGE: And Matt, can you tell me which
one of the options best fits what I'm asking for? Because
you've got me totally confused.

MR. HILL: Okay. This, I just changed this, and
I think this is — T changed it to say Rlternative 4 which was
the original alternative, so let's just start over with
Alternative 4, and we'll read it with the changes that we made
bt this would be Alterpative 4,

50 let's start again. How about that?

Chapter 3, the definition section will remain
the same as it currently is. You have approved degradsble
taterial and nothing would change in that section.

Chapter 5 with the additional gill and tramml
net restritions reside, we would strike out sawe of 100.07 and

40
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1 say, it shall be wmlawful for any person, fim or corporation 1 commission.

2 other than the license holder to possess, deploy, use, ox 2 MR, GOLIOTT: Cowd we take eut the three years
3 attend a gill or tramrel net in or on the marine waters undex 3 and the oamission could do it in a year if a person was

4 the jurisdiction of the MMR. When a gill net i used or 4 Dblatantly doing it, you know.

3 deployed in marine waters, the license holder shall remaih 3 MR, ZDMMERMMN: T feel it should be three

¢ within 100 feet of the deployed pet. Failure to remain within ¢ offenses pericd.

7 the required distance shall constitute failure to attend the 1 (Several people speaking at one time.)

g gill or tramrel net. ] MS. CHESNUT: After by the MOR, put and wpon

9 100.08. Webbing and panels for gill and tramel 3 revocation shall not be eligible for this.

10 nets shall b constructed of cotton or Linen material approved |10 50 they have the option to revoke, and if they
11 by the MMR or any material which meets the approved degradable |11 do revoke, then that's the consequences.

12 material standards in Chapter 3 Sectiom 103 of Title 22 Part 5. |12 MR. JBWELL; Camissioner Taylor, Mr. Gable

13 100,09. All gill and trammel nets shall be 13 would like to address the cormission,

10 inspected and tagged annually by the MIMR, Bach tag shall 14 MR. GRBLE: What T was qoing to say and suggest
15 contain a wique identifying nunber. 15 and my personal opimion as a comercial fishemman I'ma strong
1% 10. Fram and after March 14, 2014, the MDOMR 16 believer in strike three you're out, If the fisheman is

17 shall not issue an annual tag for a gill or tramrel net or tag 17 continuing to do samething against the law or the gill met

16 a replacement net without the license holder producing and 18 rules, then if he does it three times, he ain't got no Musiness
19 surrendering the inmediately preceding issved anwal tag. 19 being there, And I think if it was done that way, back in the
20 11. It shall be wnlawful for any person, fimy, 20 '905 we wouldn't have had the trouble that we have now, Now
21 or cotporation to possess, deploy, use, or attend a gill or 21 that's my personal cpinion.

22 trammel net in or on the marine waters that does not have 2 MR. TAYIOR: I think you're exactly right, and
23 attached a valid and current anmual tag issued by the MIMR. 2) that's why I said what I did, Mr. Geble. So thank you.

1] 12. Each gill and trammel net shall be tagged 2 MR, HILL: I'm going to read that ame more time.
3% at opposite ends by the MOWR. oy 100.15. BAny license holder with three separate

91 43

1 13. It shall be unlawful for any person, fimm, 1 offenses occurring on three separate occasions for viclating
3 ot corporation to possess more than one MOMR tagged gill or 7 any of the provisions of this chapter may have their license

3 tramel net on the marine waters under the jurisdiction of the 1 revoked by the MMR and upon revocation shall not be eligible

¢ MR, ¢ to possess, use, or deploy gill or trammel nets on merine

5 Wa struck out 14 which was to call it in to the 5 waters under the jurisdiction of the MIMR,

¢ marine patrol. ¢ 100.16, Subject to compliance with the

1 15. Any License holder that is convicted of 7 foregoing regulations in this chapter, currently licensed

g three citations within any three year period of time for § fishemen in possession of a gill or trammel net that was

9 violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall have 9 inspected and tagged by the MMR between September 1, 2005, and
16 their license revoked by the MCMR ard shall not be eligible to |10 March 18, 2014, shall be allowed to use and deploy gilk or

i1 possess, use, or deploy gill or tramel pets on rarine waters 11 trawel nets constructed with uncoated multi-filament nylen

1z under the jurisdiction of the MMR. 12 twine webbing and panels.

13 MR. BOSARGE: Can you fix that now, Matt? 12 Current license holders that meet this

M MR. HILL: We can. What y'all want to say? 14 requirement chall be allowed to use said nets provided they

15 MR. BOSERGE: Three citations —- 15 amually purchase the required license, dbtain the required

16 MR. GOLLOTT: Three offenses occuxring on three 16 tags, and abide by all the requlations in this chapter, This
17 separate occasions. Put may down, Matt. May. 17 special authorization is non-transferrable?
18 MR. HILL: Are we leaving convicted? 18 MR. BOGARGE: WNon-transferrable.

13 MR. GOLLOTT: Wo. 15 MR, HILL: This special authorization is
20 MR. JGMELL: Can you repeat that, please? 20 men-transferrable.
21 MR. GOLIOTT: Three offenses occurring on three 21 MR, BOSARGE: And I guess to kind of clarify
22 separate occasions. 2¢ things in a manper of speaking because I guess that almost
% MR, JEAELL: Sandy, is that just any three 23 sunsets it by itself.
24 occasians, no time period within that, or three years? u IR. HILL: The nylen, correct.
2% MS, CHESNUT: I mean, that's up o the 2 Alternative 4 sumary. Allows eligible gill net
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ard tramel net fishermen to construct their nets with
tulti-filanent nylen twine. The eligible — I just want to
clarify — the eligible gill net and trammel net fishemen
we're talking about are the cnes that have a gill net or
tramel net tag between Septewber 1, 2005, and Mach 18, 2014.
Those are the only fishemen that would be allowed to use the
nylon,

Tt does allow new entrants into the gill net and
trameel net fishery, However, these fishemren would oaly be
allowed to construct their nets with cotton, linen, or
materials meeting the approved degradable materials definition,

This altemnative does not sunset the gill or
tramel net gear. However, it does sunset the use of nylmn to
construct these nets. Tt would only gramdfather the currently
tagged fishemmen that we contimcusly talk about o allow them
to use nylon. But it would not shut the fishery down.

MR, TAYICR: Does Alternative 4 have the wording
on the tickets, citations, the same as we changed?

MR, HILL: We just changed it, yes, sir. That's
one of the -- right here -- that's the one we just -—-

It's wp to y'all, now.

MR. BOSARGE: I'll make the motion that we
accept Alternative 4. And just to go just a little hit
further, you know, when you look at where the ¢ill pet fishery

is today ard you look at we had this discussion a oople of
45
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MR. TAYLOR: BRny further discussion? A1l these
in fawr, Opposed?

MR, ZIMERMEN: Aye.

MR. TRYL(R; Moticn passes two to one, Thank
you.

Joe, would you go through the time line of how
this takes place so there's no confusion fram us, ¥r. Gable, or
amybody in the audience?

MR, JEWELL: So what will happen next, what will
happen today is we will prepare the documents for the motice of
intent for the filing for the Secretary of State. And we post
it on the administrative bulletin. And then what will happen
25 days from that point, it will be eligible for the {inal
rotice. If that occurs before the next cormission meeting,
we'll came forward to the comission with a final notice for
adoption. At that point, if a final notice for adoption is
adopted by the comission, the final notice will be posted on
the administrative bulletin at the Secretary of State's
website, Thirty days fram that posting the potential first
eligible effective date for that -- for the final rule's
effective date. So it could be that date, or it ¢couldbe a
date picked after that date, It depends on when it is,
particularly what we like to do is start them on the first of
the month just for clarity.

So that's sort of the big timeline of when it
47

mestings back where now that we have trip tickets, you can see
that very, very, very few fish caught by gill net fishemen —
I quess my point is very little impact on the fishery.

This will have a slight increase in impact. But
you've got to understand, we're going through a lot here to
allow nylon ¢ill nets. That would be like me telling most
recreational fishemen you've got to take monofilament off your
rod and reel and go to nylen twine.

1n other words, we're allowing them to use
nylon, samething that went out 25 years ago because it's haxd

{ to fish with, it's not what you would want to fish with is what

we're allowing them to fish with.

So we're restricting them in their ability to
catch fish and because it's especially uncoated nylon and Mr.
Gable, you better know whexe you're putting it.

Anyhow, I quess my point is we're making a big
deal out of, ch, we just allow nylan gill nets, but really
we're just allowing nylon gill rets, cafe on.

But anyhow, we are where we are, I don't think
it's going to be a big impact on the fishery. I'm glad to see
it.

MR. TAYIOR: Do I have a mwotion on -- we have a
motion on the floor, Do we have & second?

MR, GOLIOPT: Mr Chaimman, I'll second that
motion.

46
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will happen.

One of the things that we waot to clarify is now
that we've made that universe of eigit, ten spplicants that now
can use nylon or potentially have the use of nyloo in the
petting for gill and trammel nets, I think Sandy, I want a
little clarificatjon because we have a notice of intent on the
adninistrative bulletin right now for the backing for tramel
nets. S0 T quess administratively how does the commission want
to address that? Do we want to procesd with that, or
administratively continue filing that notice?

MR. ZIMERMAN: I think with the move that we're
making I'd like to pull that personally.

5. CHESNUT: That's up to the camdission,
whether they want to go forward with that or they can pull it.
But if they pull it, there's going to have to be a motion,

MR, JEMELL: FExactly. We need a motion --

MR. BOSARGE: I agree.

MR, JEWELL: There are two separate motions, and
they can occur simultaneously. But you really got kind of two
occurring at the same time that are saying the same thing. So
administratively if you'd like to pull the notice of intent
that's on the administrative bulletin right now, Sandy is
correct, you'd need a motion for the commission to pull that.

MR. TAVIOR: Does the motion that we just passed
solve the same problem there?

48
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MR, BOSARGE; Correct.
WR. TAYLOR: So there's no need for two moticns
is what you're saying.
WR. JEWELL: Right.
MR. TAYIOR: 1'll entertain a motion that
saeone -=
MR, BOSARGE; I make a motion that we pull the
past notice of intent for the wallim, nylon walling.
MR, TAYLOR: Do I have a second?
10 MR. ZIMMERMEN: Secord.
11 MR, TAYIOR: All those in favor. Passes.
12 Thank you, Joe.
12 MR. HILL: T would ask that one thing that we

14 changed earlier that we can add in here somewhere, and we can
15 look through it, to put the restriction on the size of the
16 tramel net walling back at the 14 inch stretch. We need to
17 have that in here because we have no Testrictions on that

10 walling.

19 MR. TAYLOR: Do T entertain a motion to add
20 that?

21 MR. BOSARGE: You want no restrictions on that
22 walling?

23 MR. HILL: No. I want it, That's not in —

24 this Alternative 4 just allows them to use the nylon, it the

25 14 inch stretch mesh is not included in here, and we need to
45
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veally didn't realize Jamie was going to talk about it earlier.
There's been so much happening with the red snapper fishery and
the managenent of it, and you spoke briefly about & meeting you
were going to put together with stakeholders,

And T quess where I'm leading to is, there's a
big need for sector separation in the management of the fishery
and between the recreational and the charter boats. The
charter boats, years ago, I myself had a reef fish pemmit, and
we would Fish snapper during the off season and so I qualified
for an ITQ, irdivicdual transferrable quota at the tire. I
think it's now IFQ,

Put my point is, it eventually put me cut of the
fishery which is what needed to be done because the traditional
fishezmen were then able to fake their share of quota and at
the time, you know we all thought, oh, goodness, this is going
to be the worst thing to ever happen, But as it turned out, it
was 3 good thing because it took the traditional fishemen and
allowed them to fish instead of dirty fishing vhen the season
opened they could go fish and catch their fish when markst
conditions were better.

ind 1 see that our charter fishermen now this
year with 11 days. If we had sector separation where they were
separated out of the recreational fishemen, and there's a plan
going on now to where they would be -- they know how many fish

they had to catch, they could book their charters ahead of
51

time, knowing they were able to go fishing, be a better

1 i
2 MR, BOSARGE: Do you want to set it at no more 2 husiness decision for them
3 than a }4 inch stretch or at 14 inch? 3 But I believe as far as fram what I've
4 MR. HILL: No less than a 14 inch stretch. 4 understood from the charter fishermen we've had here, they're
9 MR, BOSARGE: ALl right. I'll modify my motion 5 against sector separation. And I know where they're caliing
b then to include that the walling on all trammel pets be no more | ¢ fram because I was on that side of that lssue once before with
7 than 14 inch stretch. 7 the reef fishermen.
8 MR, HILL: Mo less. ¢ But we veally need to have a bigger discussion
9 MR. BOSARGE: No less. 9 with that or a more indepth discussion to where our folks that
10 MR, HILL: No less than 14 inch stretch. 10 represent Mississippi on the comcil can hopefully guide this
1 MR, GOLIOTT: And I'll second it. 1; thing in a direction that's better for the charter fishermen.
12 MR. TAYIOR: Make it in the fom of just another |12 MR. TAYLOR; Commissioner Bosarge, let me
13 motion, 13 address same of that.
x| MR, BOSARGE: Strike that Jast wotion. I'll 1 I have two charter boats. And yes, you're
13 make it in a separate motion where — 15 right. And I see Mr. Becker out in the audience,
16 MR. TAYIOR: You stated it. And you secord it, 16 Save charter boats are for it; some axen't. The
17 Richaxd? 1 gomcil did address it this past meeting. And part of the
18 MR, GOLIOTT: Secord. 18 problem is not just recreational fishing, it is part of the
19 MR. TAYIOR: All those in favor. 19 problem but it's also states mot in campliance, you know,
20 MR, JEWELL: Thank you. 20 which you well know, they have a total paumdage, when 2 state
2 MR. AILL: Thank you. 21 goey noncompliant, you know, Louisiama is allewing three or
2 MR. TAYIOR: We have no speakers today, which is |22 four fish on the weekendds to the harvesters —
22 wwsual. The fist time in eight years I've not seen that. ki MR, BOSARGE: 1 think right now Icuisiana is 365
1] So Shelby is not here -- 2 days a year. They can't get mich more poncawpliant than that,
3 MR. BOSARGE: I have cne question I wanted to % I'm proud of Mississippi in that we have stayed
50 52
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capliant with them. In other words, the management plan of
red snapper is a Gulfwice managenent plan, and when one state
goes noncrupliant, the management plan won't work. any more.

MR, TAYIOR: I will say one of the things that
they -~ what Dale called me is that they're locking at an
individual IFQ for charter boats and recreational fisheuen,
too, They are looking at it.

MR, BOSARGE: And T think what their plan is
because there have been, you know, hack when T was still doxng
it, we were having to veport our landings. ell, the charxter

4 boats for the most part, there are a few of the charter hoats

in different states that do report their landings, but hete in
Mississippi they dm't. But they're basically looking at
crafting a plan where if you're a head boat, if you're a six
pack, acoording o what type of chaxter boat you are, they're
going to say you've got X pounds, instead of actually saying,
okay, prove to me what you've caught and we'll bhase what you
canght on what you have coming.

[ know it's scary for mest of the charter boat
captains, but I think in the long run, eventually you'll look
back and say that's the best thing that ever happener,

MR. TAYI(R: The Chair is qoing to recognize Mr.
Becker. And if you would after you finish, would you fill out
the form and give it to Jennifer.

M. BECKER: Tem Becker, president of the
53
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how to best make it work for you.

'I‘heyhavebemma:ﬂatadnwtocmeupwitha
strategy to quantify landings for the recreational side. And
the only way they're going to do it is sector separatien,

So inmy opinion, it appears that, like me, I
was there we all said, oh, this will be the worst thing ever
happened.

I thiok you'll eventually look back and say it's
the best thing that ever happened. BuC you need to look at it
Toce if & little positive light and try to figure out how best
to make it work for you, hiw best can we quantify that we have
more than four percent of the landings.

MR. BECKER: Right. Well, we'w been giving
data, the head boats they are multi-passenger vessels here, e
dm't call them head boats. We don't have a head boat.
Everybody that can walk up - we don't do that here because
we'd have problems with people coming out of casines. I'm
sorry, but that is a problem. And you won't like what they've
done, So we don't even want to mention them.

But we started in 2010 what happened in 2010,
8o we got data starting in '1l, 112, and 13, that we've been
turning in.

And when you go out there, we'd be out there in
the migdle of the week, and there's a tamdred boats out there?
rd I've got two boats fram Louisiana omming boarding me,

55

Charter Boat Association, and I'm very familiar with IFQs all
over the countty.

The IFQ) program sounds great, It has put a lot
of fishemmen out of business because Joe Blow goes and buys all
the IFQs, now for me to take a fisherman out fishing and have
t0 go buy a ¢uota from sarebody because I used my ten fish
already is not the way fishing is.

Nabody owms the fish out there. God owns those
fish. Tt's your job and my jeb to manage them so we have fish
for my kids and my great~grandkids.

MR. TAYIOR: Tom, would you speak just a secord
just very briefly on sector separation and what our captains
and association locally feel about that? I know this is —

MR. BECKER: Right. Okay. Our captains here in
Mississippi because we have never had any quotas or any data
that they wanted, we don't have a quota. They give us four
percent right now for the state, That's what they're showing
as Mississippi catching, They come up with data that I don't
know what they're coming from, They say there's a hundred and
same boats out thera every day, but we do not want sector
separation here in Mississippd.

MR. BOSARGE: I feel you're going to be in the
same boat that T was in in that you're mot going to hawe a
cholce. You're going to have sector separation. You best in
ny opinion look at it in a positive light and try to figure cut

54
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wanting us to go over the joint chiefs? I don't mind them
coing. I asked the second one, how came you're coming here?
He says, you're the only one out here. Middle of sumer, and
I'm the only one out there, Now where we ot this hundred
boats a day out there fishing? I don't know.

But T think what we need to do is we need to get
the recreational, strictly the recreational, have them get an
extra license for a reef fish for the red snapper. Now you
Jnow who's fishing for red snapper.

MR. BOSARGE: And 1 agree, it's coming, And I
know there's a lot of folks here ready to go, so we hopefully
maybe we all can get together on this panel because we're going
to need same direction for the council menbers.

MR. BECKER: Right. I'll get to vote on that
reeting.

MR. GOLLOTT: Can I ask a question? And this is

? like a fly in the ointment. But wouldn't trip tickets make

sense for recreational and charter boats to find out exactly
what's happening off Mississippl?

MR, BECKER: Well, one of the gentlemen left
here working with the National Marie Fisheries that comes
around. He'd call you when you hawe a trip. But a trip ticket
may work, yes. But who are we going to tum them in to?

MR, BOSARGE: 1 think they're looking at --

MR, GOLICTT: OMR. OMR would collect the trip
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tickets just like they do with the shrimp and everything else.

MR, BOSARGE: What I've heard and the best
sconario 1've heard so far as far as not for the charter boats,
fut for the true recreational fishemman, is a pemit that we
can actually get on your phone and apply for the pemit, allows
you to go fishing for the day. At the end of the day, you have
to report your catch. And that's the only way you can get
anothet permit.

Sounds like samething that's reascoable.

WR. BECKER: Right, that's reasonable. I've
heard that one, too.

MR, TAYIOR: Thank you, Tom.

¥R, JEWEIL: Camiissioners, we're working on a
program, let me let Matt Hill cone up here and talk to y'all a
minute about —- T know y'alk are tired of bearing framme, but
I'm going to ask him to -- we're talking about a voluntary
program that we're gaing to start wp here pretty quickly.

MR. HILL; I'll be brief. We are going to —- I
was going to give a talk on April 23 at GCRL at the
rocreaticnal Fisheries workshop about scmething that ve have
been working cn, and it is strictly for red snapper. Tt's
about requiring this year will be voluntary have the offshore
- an offshore landing pemit. Hopefully in 2013, it would be
mandatory, you would have to have this pemit to land red

snapper in the State of Mississippl, We would like for it to
57
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of Chandeleur and fly fran — to the Alabama line aml see how
rany we have on the rigs and just cate up with some type of
estimate for ourselves.

But that is something -~ this will be 2
voluntary program this year, however. A we're fixing to
start doing a little outreach to get the public on board and
help us. But that's what's going to be -- T think a lot of the
fishermen are fed up, S0 I think cooperation will be a Little
easier to get than in the past. But we are going to teveal a
Jot of thatplanatata.lkata.‘RLonthezard.

MR, BOSARGE: I'm glad to see you moving forvard

MR. TAYIOR: Thank you, Matt. I think that's
welcomed.

MR. BOSARGE: It's hard to believe that
Mississippi is only four percent of the Jandings. S0 I would
love to see some data that pumps that muber on up just a
little where we can give our fishemen a chance to catch fish.

MR, HILL: We're trying.

MR, IIMVERMAN: At lack of our closer, Shelby
Drumond, being here, I'd like to go on record wishing him 2
fast and full recovery from the comission, I'd call to close
the meeting.

MR. TAYIOR: Do we have a second?

MR. MILLER: Before you close, I apologize, 1

shoudd have chne this in ny executive report, but T would
59

be very basic, We don't want each angler to have it. Same
other states are going in that direction. We just feel we need
the vessel to have it. We feel like we'd have a little better
cooperation with ope person on the vessel being responsible for
it. They would get an authorization code. It's a daily code.
$0 if they did not — if they were inactive for any reason,
they would have to get in there and clear that code out to be
abletogothenextdayortnenextdayorthenexttj.metlut
they wanted £0 go. Vety basic infomation that we would need
fram, how many anglers they had on the vessel, the murber of
snapper they harvested, the hours fished. And we would also
like to know where they're caming, where their acress site is,
is it public or private. And if it's a public access, where is
thatqoinqtobesotrmmcandomrvalidation, we can do
owr dockside things to get our lengths and aur weights to come
up with our average weights.

And the way that out fishing grounds are set wp,
it's very suitable for us to do an aerial survey. So we put
in, and we will do that this yeax, as long as Nixector Miller
will sign it, that we're going to do an aerial survey, We're
shooting for a minimm of three days & week right now. We feel
like we can make these flights, And we cam, it's not exact,
ut I think it's better than what we have, we can make these
flights and just do vessel comts. We know they're going to be
on Fi-1, -2, -13, a few on -6 and raybe go to the southern tip
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request that we move our camdssion meeting in May to Hancock
County. we have camitted publicly to have four meetings a
yedr, o in Jackson, two in Hancock. This is really cur last
opportunity, Shrimp season and other things will be real
active, so T wanted to be in Biloxi for the sumwer, So if we
could meet in Hancock in May and then we'll wait wntil the fall
again to move the meeting arourd.

MR. GOLLOMT: T so move, Mr. Chaimen, May,
Hancock County.

M. ZIMERMAN: Second.

MR, TAYIOR: A1) those in fawor, Passes.

MR. GOLLOTT: I make the motion to adjourn, and
Ernie would be a second.

MR. TAYLOR: All those in favor. Thank you.

{Meeting adjourned 10:40 a.mi)
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